
380 Chapter 11: Parties and Interest Groups

presidential appointees from working as lobbyists for two years after leaving their posts and 
from returning to lobby the executive branch during his time in office.39

Interest groups also lobby congressional decision makers by providing testimony and 
expertise, and sometimes they even draft legislation on the many issues that policymakers 
cannot take the time to become expert in.40 Information is one of the most important 
resources lobbyists can bring to their effort to influence Congress.

Giving money to candidates is another lobbying technique that helps interest groups 
gain access and a friendly ear (see Figure 11.3). The 1974 Federal Election Campaign Act, 
which was passed in an effort to curb campaign spending abuses, sought to regulate the 
amount of money an interest group can give to candidates for federal office by providing 
for political action committees (PACs), which serve as fundraisers for interest groups. 
There are strict limitations on how much money PACs can donate to a candidate, but a 
number of loopholes allow them to get around some of the restrictions. These loopholes 
have been enhanced since 2010, when the Supreme Court’s ruling in Citizens United v. 
Federal Election Commission essentially removed any limits on political expenditures by 
corporations and unions.

Interest groups also attempt to bolster their lobbying efforts by forming coalitions with 
other interest groups. These coalitions tend to be based on single issues, and building such 
coalitions has become an important strategy in lobbying Congress.

Figure 11.3  �Contributions to Political Parties, by Economic Sector, 
2013–2014
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Which economic sectors are financing our elected officials? This figure shows how much and to which political 
parties different sectors of the economy are contributing. While contributions do not necessarily guarantee 
politicians’ votes or support, they certainly let politicians know what issues their political friends are concerned 
about. Notice that the finance/insurance/real estate sector outspends any other group by a wide margin. What is 
this likely to mean when issues of financial reform or consumer protection legislation are considered?

Source: Center for Responsive Politics, “Sector Totals, 2013-2014,” www.opensecrets.org/industries/. 
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