FERE 13 CONTRIBUTIONS TO POLITICAL PARTIES, BY ECONOMIC SECTOR,

2013-2014
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Amount

$281,142,149
$178,311,347
$167,252,737
$138,731,879
$103,641,062
$97,202,702
$97,202,702
$72,427,314
$64,435,047
$44,900,545
$42,983,621
$39,464,372

$18,598,382

B To Democrats B To Republicans

37.7% 62.2%
53.2% 46.5%
51.1% 48.6%
39.5% 60.4%
64.3% 35.6%
42.5% 57.4%
88.8% 10.9%
58.9% 40.9%
21.4% 78.6%
26.0% 73.6%
28.8% 71.1%
29.1% 70.8%

40.1% 59.9%

Which economic sectors are financing our elected officials? This figure shows how much and to which political
parties different sectors of the economy are contributing. While contributions do not necessarily guarantee
politicians’ votes or support, they certainly let politicians know what issues their political friends are concerned
about. Notice that the finance/insurance/real estate sector outspends any other group by a wide margin. What is
this likely to mean when issues of financial reform or consumer protection legislation are considered?

Source: Center for Responsive Politics, “Sector Totals, 2013-2014,” www.opensecrets.org/industries/.



